
WALTER SCHURTENBERGER 

RESUME 
 
Walter Schurtenberger was born in Istanbul in 1952. 
 
He attended elementary school in Dayton, Ohio USA, and completed middle school 
and high school in Zurich, Switzerland, where he then studied architecture. 
 
Walter began building boats in 1978 by working in several boatyards in Quebec, 
Canada and immediately became interested in high-tech multihulls. 
 
In 1982 he met Nigel Irens* and, over the course of a decade, advanced from his 
right hand man to foreman to supervisor and, finally, his project manager.  Nigel, 
the world famous multihull designer, has designed and overseen the construction of 
many of the world’s most successful racing multihulls. 
 
In 1983 Walter founded his first boat building company called COENCO in 
Switzerland freelancing with Nigel on all of his projects until 1993 in Canada, 
England, France, and America. 
 
Collaborating with Nigel Irens, Mike Birch and Walter Greene the construction, 
engineering and designing of offshore racing catamarans and trimarans became 
his passion as well as his livelihood. 
 
In the first ten years of his boat building career Schurtenberger collaborated in the 
building of some of the world’s fastest sailing vessels. For example “Fujicolor ll” 
won the single-handed transatlantic race in 1992 and later set a transatlantic 
record.  She also won the Round Europe Race 3 times in a row.  In 1994 “Enza” set 
the round the world record skippered by Sir Peter Blake in 76 days 8 hours. 
 
Schurtenberger also took part in international sailing competitions racing on many 
of the boats he built.  He has logged tens of thousands of sea miles in offshore 
racing on some of the world’s fastest multihull sail boats. Walter also cruised many 
thousands of miles around the Caribbean and trans-Atlantic. 
 
After gathering over 10 years of experience and learning the from the world’s best 
designer and engineers the methods of using the most modern high-tech Kevlar / 
Carbon fiber composites he established MTI, Multihull Technologies Inc. in 1993. 
 
Finally he realized his dream in 1999 by purchasing his own boatyard and 
establishing Constellation Yachts in Key West Florida. This is where he now 
designs and builds custom motor yachts and sailing multihull yachts. 
 
From 1978 to present Walter Schurtenberger has designed, engineered, built, 
operated, raced and sailed exclusively (with one exception) catamarans and 
trimarans.  He has become one of most experienced professionals in his field. 
 
*See Nigel Irens Resume



VESSELS DESIGNED AND BUILT  BY 
WALTER  SCHURTENBERGER  
 
 
1980 
Quebec 
CANADA 

16.5m / 54ft Cruising trimaran “PEGASUS” 
His personal boat which he cruised over 10'000 miles in the 
Caribbean 

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1982 
Montreal 
CANADA 

24.4m / 80ft Racing catamaran “FORMULE TAG” 
Winner Monaco-New York race 1985,  
World record holder for 10 years of distance sailed in 24 
hours (average speed 21.8 knots; 424 nautical miles in 24 
hrs), 
Renamed “ENZA” for Sir Peter Blake, holder of Round the 
World record 76 days 8 hours in 1994/1995 

  
 Designer: Nigel Irens 

 

 



 
1984 
Bristol 
ENGLAND 

18.2m / 60ft Racing trimaran “APRICOT” 
Winner of Round Britain Race 1985 
First in its class in Round Europe Race 1985 

  
 Designer: Nigel Irens 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1985 
Florida 
USA 

26.2m / 86ft Day charter catamaran (motor) “BIG BAMBOO” 
Operating successfully in Montego Bay, Jamaica, aluminum 
construction 

  
 Designers: John Hesse / Walter Schurtenberger 

 
No Photo Available 
 
 



 
1986/87 
La Trinite 
FRANCE 

18.2m / 60ft Racing trimaran FUJICOLOR 
Winner Grand Prix de Multicoques LaTrinite 1987 
Winner Grand Prix de Brest 1988 
 

 Designer: Nigel Irens 
  

 
 

1986/87 
La Trinite 
FRANCE 

Sister- ship to FUJICOLOR 
18.2m / 60ft Racing trimaran “LAITERIE MONT ST. 
MICHEL” 
Winner Grand Prix de Brest 1987 
Winner Transat Lorient-St.Barths-Lorient1988 
 

 Designer: Nigel Irens 
  

 



 
1988/89 
Bristol 
ENGLAND 

21.9m / 72ft Motor trimaran “ILAN VOYAGER”. 
Poof of concept vessel and test vessel for passenger ferry 
boat project. 
Record holder of fastest circum navigation of Great Britain. 
35'000 miles of sea trials and 150 times measured mile for 
testing with University of South Hampton (GB) / Wolfsen 
Unit. 

  
 Designer: Nigel Irens 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1990/91 
LaTrinite 
FRANCE 

18.2m / 60ft Racing trimaran “FUJICOLOR II” 
Winner single-handed trans- Atlantic race Plymouth (GB)-
Newport (USA) 1992 
Winner Round Europe Race 1993, 1996 and 1999. 

  
 Designer: Nigel Irens 
  

 



 
1992 
LaTrinite 
FRANCE 

12.2m / 40ft Racing trimaran “BAGAGES SUPERIOR” for 
Mike Birch  
and sister-ship “STAR DE LA TRINITE” for David Sculley.  

  
 Designer: Nigel Irens 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1993 
Key West 
USA 

18.2m / 60ft Day charter catamaran “SEBAGO CUBED” 
Very successful charter boat built in Key West by MTI for Mc 
Grail & Rowley Inc. 

  
 Designers: Walter Greene and Walter Schurtenberger 
  

 



 
1994 
Key West 
USA 

7.6m / 25ft Racing hydrofoil trimaran “UFO” experimental all 
composite (no metal parts at all) vessel built by MTI for 
Hydrosails Inc. 

  
 Designers: Walter Schurtenberger 

Hydrofoils by Prof. Sam Bradfield 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1995 
Providenciales 
Turks and Caicos 

10m / 32ft Water-Taxi catamaran built in Providenciales, 
Turks and Caicos Islands for Meridian Club Resort in Pine 
Kay T.C.I. 

  
 Designers: Tim Ainley / Walter Schurtenberger 
  

 



 
1996 
Stuart FL 
USA 

12.2m / 40ft Sport Fishing catamaran “CHANNEL CAT” 
For Benchmark boats Inc. MTI contracted for tooling and 
production set up. 

  
 Designer: John Kailey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1997 
Key West 
USA 

3.8m / 12ft Catamaran skiff with 40 HP outboard “CSCIFF”. 
Prototype of a Composite honeycomb core skiff built by MTI. 

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 
  

 



1998 
Key West 
USA 

Design of 18.2 m / 60 ft Cargo catamaran for inter island 
transportation, beachable like landing craft  

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 

 

 
 
 
 
1998 
Key West 
USA 

Design of 18.2 m / 60 ft liveaboard catamaran sail boat for 
world cruising. 

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 
  

 



 
1998 
Key West 
USA 

20.5m / 67 ft Catamaran Day Charter Boat “SEBAGO 
MARQUESA” USCG approved for 125 passengers, all 
composite construction by MTI 

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
1998 
Key West 
USA 

Design of 15.9 m / 52 ft catamaran dive boat for 35 divers 
capable of 40 knots unique dive platform. All composite 
construction 

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 
  

 



 
1999 
Key West 
USA 

Design and development of a 17 ft catamaran custom skiff. 
Light weight composite construction honeycomb core by MTI 

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1999 
Key West 
USA 

Design of 18.2 m / 60 ft Catamaran Lobster Fishing Boat 
capable of 20 knots and 30.000 lbs payload. All composite 
construction 

  
 
 

Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 

 
 



 
2000 
Key West 
USA 

20 m / 65 ft Catamaran day charter boat, USCG approved 
for 49 passengers. All composite construction by MTI 

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 

 

 
 
 
 
 
2000 
Key West 
USA 

22 m / 72 ft Catamaran luxury motor yacht “LADY BELFAIR” 
Fully equipped as a Luxury Yacht capable of 30 Knots  All 
composite construction by MTI 

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 

 

 
 



 
2002 
Key West 
USA 

11.3m / 37ft Racing hydrofoil trimaran "SCAT” 
All carbon fiber composite vessel built by MTI for Hydrosails 
Inc. for Single-handed Trans Atlantic Race 2003 

  
 Designers: Irens / Bradfield / Schurtenberger 

Hydrofoils by Prof. Sam Bradfield 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2003 
Key West 
USA 

21.35m / 70ft Luxury liveaboard catamaran sailing yacht 
“CASSIOPEIA” for world cruising. All composite construction 
by MTI 

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 

 

 



 
2004 
Key West 
USA 

19.5m / 64ft charter catamaran “SEQUOIA” 
Gaff rigged schooner for 49 passengers 3.8m / 12ft  

  
 Designer: Nigel Irens  

 

 
 
 
2005 
Key West 
USA 

Construction OF 17m / 57ft liveaboard monohull “BEBOP 
TANGO” luxury yacht for world cruising. All Kevlar /Carbon 
composite construction by MTI 

  
 Designer: Iver Franzen 
  

 



 
2006 
Key West 
USA 

21.35m / 70ft Luxury liveaboard catamaran sailing yacht 
“MAGIC” for world cruising. All composite construction by 
MTI 

  
 Designer: Walter Schurtenberger 
  

 


